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 Vision, Mission and Values Statement 
 

Parents, please review our school’s Vision, Mission and 
Values statement: 
 
These are not just words to us.  These are our beliefs.  Eve-
rything that we do is based on them.  Please read them and 
know we do have your child’s best interest at heart. 
 

What are we about? 
 

Vision 
In partnership with parents, teachers, and the community, 
Fort Smallwood students will be provided the opportunity to 
achieve and maintain a solid educational foundation that 
stimulates thought, celebrates diversity, and prepares stu-
dents to have a positive impact on their community, country 
and world. 
 
Mission 
We are committed to fostering each child’s full academic 
potential by providing instruction that is engaging, challeng-
ing, appropriately supported, and promotes life-long learn-
ing.  

 
Values 
We value a school supportive of: 
 
• High expectations for learning and behavior 
 
• Instruction that appeals to a variety of learning styles and 

experiences 
 
• Maintaining a safe and orderly learning environment 
 
• Fostering positive, open, and effective home/school com-

munications 
 
• Promoting parent involvement opportunities within the 

school 
 
• Respecting all members of the Fort Smallwood School 

community. 

 
 

 

Principal’s Message 
 

Greetings, Fort Smallwood Families and Community! 

Believe it or not, we’re already one month into the school year.  Interims 
will be coming home on October 8th, and Parent Conferences are sched-
uled to take place all day on October 23rd.  Please be advised that while 
this is our planned date for conferences, you are welcome to request a 
conference with your child’s teacher at any time. 

October 3rd is our first Welcome Wednesday of the year.  Please remem-
ber that in order to attend, you must sign in at the office and be identi-
fied on the student’s emergency form. Photo ID is a requirement. We are 
also requiring that you refrain from bringing younger siblings and 
strollers as this creates a potentially dangerous situation in the cafete-
ria.  Your cooperation in this effort is essential to our being able to con-
tinue having Welcome Wednesdays. Additionally, we ask that you pack 
your students’ lunches, or have them purchase from the cafeteria. 

Please be reminded that Race for Education is on Friday, October 
12th.  Only parent volunteers and/or people who have pre-registered to 
visit, on or before October 9th, will be allowed to participate as specta-
tors.  Information will be coming home, which will outline the times each 
respective grade level will race. We will not be scanning and signing 
visitors in on the actual day of the race. Badges will be pre-printed for 
those who pre-registered.  Thank you for your efforts to help keep our 
event safe and orderly in the interest of our students. 

Due to heightened security requirements, we will not be hosting a public 
Halloween parade any longer.  Students will still be allowed to dress up 
as their favorite persons or characters; however, there will not be a pub-
lic parade.  In light of this change, we will be hosting a PTA-sponsored 
Trunk or Treat activity at 6PM on October 26th. Information for volun-
teers is forthcoming. 

Parent drop off and pick up are especially important times as it pertains 
to following rules and structures.  During drop off and pick up, please 
enter at the far entrance and proceed down the one way traffic aisle. 
Refrain from pulling out on the opposite side and dropping your students 
off.  This creates a very dangerous crossing situation for our students 
that is avoidable. When picking up in the afternoons, please remain in 
your car until you can proceed to the front of the pick-up line where we 
will release your students to you.  Parking your car and exiting during the 
pick-up time creates delays and is again a safety hazard. 

As always, reach out to me with questions, concerns, or comments. 

Thanks for your partnership and all you do to make Fort Smallwood Ele-
mentary a great place to grow and learn! 

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. David Sembly 
Principal 
Fort Smallwood Elementary School 



The Anne Arundel County Public Schools System 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, 
natural origin, religion, age, disability, sexual orienta-
tion or familial status in matters affecting employment 
or in providing access to programs.  Questions regard-
ing nondiscrimination should be directed to Mr. Leslie 
N. Stanton, Specialist in Human Relations, AACPS, 
2644 Riva Road, Annapolis, MD  21401, (410) 222-
5318, TDD (410) 222-5500 or www.aacps.org 

 

  
Fort Smallwood School is 
equipped with a video camera 
system.  It covers selected inte-
rior and exteriors public por-
tions of the building and 
grounds.  It is NOT monitored 
constantly, but it is monitored 
during emergency situations.  
During certain events, when the 
safety or security of students may be in question, au-
thorized personnel from local, state, federal police or 
fire emergency units may be given access to view im-
ages projected on the camera system.  If you have any 
questions about the system, you should call the Super-
visor of School Security at 410-222-5083. 

 
****PICK-UP REMINDER!**** 

Please help our dismissal run smoothly by 
following this guideline: 
 
If you need to pick up your child for early 
dismissal OR if you are calling to have 
your child be a car rider, please notify the 
office by 3:15 PM.  After that time, chil-
dren will be dismissed at 3:35 (our usual 
dismissal time) and intercom messages to 
the classroom will not be made. 
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WELCOME WEDNESDAYS 
When you come to visit 
your child for Welcome 

Wednesdays it is for lunch 
only and not for 
recess! Please bring a bag 
lunch from home or you 
may buy a lunch from the 
cafeteria, 
do not bring in lunches 
from fast food restaurants. 

You also cannot take pictures during lunch times. 



 
 

ASK THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 
Do you have a question or concern regarding a school matter?  This form is provided as a 
means of open communication with parents/guardians to keep informed of school-related 
topics.  Simply, complete the form and send it back to school.  I will respond via a phone 
call, letter, or e-mail. 

 

     Thank You, 

 
     Mr. Sembly 

     Principal 

My question 

is:_______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 
Parent/Guardian’s Name_______________________ 

 

Child’s Name______________________ 
 
Grade________ 

 
Teacher____________________ 

 



Newsletter

SAY IT:
Deciding to be happy with what you’ve got

KNOW IT:
ASK A KID:
• Think of a time when you really wanted something, but you had to wait for it. Were you able 

to be content with what you did have while you waited?
• Can you think of some people that you know who are content with what they have?

ASK A GROWN UP:
• When is the last time you were not happy with all that you have? How did you act? What 

were some thoughts that you had? 
• Are there people that you have come across in your life who were content? What are char-

acteristics of contented people? 
• What are some things that you have done that have helped you be successful in remaining 

content?

SEE IT:
To be content is to be happy. There are several things that content people do regularly to 
remain happy with what they have. These include spending their money on experiences rath-
er than things, spending more time outdoors, and exercising consistently. They also spend 
time with friends and family who are also happy and content.  Sometime this month visit 
www.24hoursofhappy.com together as a family. This website is based on the song Happy by 
Pharrell Williams. It is an infectious 24 hour music video that shows people from all walks of life 
dancing and choosing to be happy. 

BE IT:
Select a few days this month to venture out as a family and do things together. Examples 
might be: take a picnic to your local park, hike some trails, pitch a tent in the backyard and 
camp out together, or simply get outside and walk the dogs together. Taking time to slow 
down and spend time together will be time well spent and will allow you to be content with 
what you already have. 

October 2018
Contentment
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Before you can lead 
someone where they need 
to go, you need to know 
where they are.  
That’s why it helps to understand what’s changing…physically, mentally, 
relationally, culturally, emotionally, and morally.

The more you know them, the more they will…
• Know they matter.
• Believe they can win.
• Feel like they belong.
• Decide what they should do.

Remember, if you don’t know who you are talking to, you can’t really  
expect them to listen.

So don’t miss it. The better you understand who your kids are now, the 
better they’ll understand who they’re meant to be.

PHASE
October 2018
Contentment
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DILO:
Decidiendo	ser	feliz	con	lo	que	tienes.

CONOCELO:
PREGUNTA A UN NIÑO:
• Piensa en un tiempo cuando realmente querías algo, pero tuviste que esperar para tenerlo. 

¿Fuiste capaz de mantener contento con lo que tenías mientras esperabas para tenerlo?
• ¿Puedes pensar en algunas personas que conoces que estaban satisfechos con lo que 

tenían?

PREGUNTA A UN ADULTO:
• ¿Cuándo fue la última vez que no estabas contento con lo que tenías? ¿Qué hiciste? 

¿Cuáles eran los pensamientos que tenías? 
• ¿Hubieron personas que se cruzaron en tu camino que estaban satisfechos? ¿Cuáles son las 

características de personas satisfechas? 
• ¿Cuáles son las cosas que has hecho que te ayudaron a ser exitoso en mantenerte satis-

fecho?

MIRALO:
Estar satisfecho es en cierta manera ser feliz. Hay cosas que personas satisfechas hacen regularmente 
para mantenerse felices con lo que tienen, como por ejemplo, gastar su dinero en experiencias más que 
en cosas. También, estas personas les gusta pasar tiempo afuera y hacer ejercicio consistentemente o 
estar	con	sus	amigos	y	familia.	En	algún	momento	del	mes,	visiten	www.24hoursohappy.com	en	familia.	
Esta página de internet está basada en la canción Happy de Pharrell Williams. Es un video musical muy 

contagioso	que	por	24	horas	muestra	gente	de	toda	edad	bailando	y	escogiendo	ser	feliz.		

PRACTICALO:
Seleccionen unos días de este mes para aventurarse a hacer un par de cosas juntos. Por ejemplo: hagan 

un picnic en un parque local, caminen por unos senderos, pongan una carpa en el jardín y acampen 

juntos, o simplemente salgan afuera y saquen a pasear a los perros juntos. Tomar tiempo para relajarse 

y estar juntos en familia, será tiempo bien gastado y les permitirá sentirse satisfechos con lo que tienen.
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Antes que puedas guiar a  
alguien a donde necesitan ir, 
tienes que saber donde  
están.   
Por ello, realmente es bueno saber como están cambiando…físicamente, 
mentalmente, relacionalmente, culturalmente, emocionalmente y moral-
mente.

Cuanto más sepas de tus niños, más podrás:
• Saber lo que ellos significan.
• Creer que ellos pueden ganar.
• Sentir adonde ellos pertenecen.
• Decidir que deberían hacer.

Recuerda, si no sabes con quien hablas,  entonces no puedes esperar 
que te escuchen.

Entonces, no te olvides: Cuanto mejor entiendas quienes son tus hijos 
ahora, mejor podrás saber a qué ellos están destinados a ser.

PHASE
OCTUBRE 2018
SATISFACCION

hoja informativa



10-24-18 

 
Join FSES and AACPS in 

wearing ORANGE to show your 

support in wiping out bullying. 
 

October is 

National Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month 

Please show your support 

by wearing 
 

 
on Wednesdays  

(except on 10/24- please wear ORANGE)  

during the month of 

October. 

 

 
 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                              Welcome Wednesday  
   Girls on the Run                         Star Spangled Banner  
        4-5:15 pm            Palooza: Chorus PM 

   Wear Pink 
 

 

             Pajama Day 

    Girls on the Run    Race for Education 
          4-5:15 pm       

     Wear Pink       
  

       

    

          

   2 Hr. Early Dismissal 
   No PM Pre-K or ECI 

                                                                                                    Wear Pink 
 
   
 
        School Closed                    Girls on the Run              PTA Trunk or Treat               
       Parent/Teacher Conference             4-5:15 pm       
            Hancock Resolution: 5th Gr.    Fall Pictures  

                                                                                         Wear Orange 

 
 
 
    Girls on the Run 
           4-5:15 pm 

      Wear Pink 

 
 
 

Camp Woodland’s Field 
Trip: Kindergarten 
 
Arlington Echo:  4th Gr. 

Interims 
 
Girls on the Run  
4-5:15 pm 

Girls on the Run  
4-5:15 pm 

Harvest for the Hungry from October 8th through 19th 

Harvest for the Hungry from October 8th through 19th 

Red Ribbon Week  

Girls on the Run  
4-5:15 pm 
 
PTA Meeting 6-7 pm 

Girls on the Run  
4-5:15 pm  


